CONTENTS

Preface

from Listening at Night (1984)

Near Gwabegar

Visiting Friends at Henley
To a First Child

The Call

Incomplete and Nagged At
The kids push fingers...
‘Ah! Black Dog...’

Words Without Limits

The Basis of All Knowledge
Samuel Johnson in Marrickville
Waking Early

from Abracadabra (1993)

Abracadabra

No-one Ever Found You
Threads

In New Bangkok

Night Flight

Holland Park

The Mitchell Freeway

At Greenwood, a Meditation
Flying West, Driving Westward
The Frame

ix

N OO W e

11
13
14
20

21
24
25
26
29
30
32
33
34
37



The Lesson

Thaipusam

Tapping

Light the first light of evening
The Planet Television
One Clear Call

Locking the Garage Door
The Hospital

Denials of Choice

Terms

Time Differences

To a Friend

Late Letter

from The Ghost Names Sing (1997)

The Empty Room

In the Lao Revolutionary Museum, Vientiane

After Fifty Years

In the 1950s

What Use Are the Humanities?

On Thinking about the Probable Re-election
of Richard Court

Romanticism in the 1990s

Circus Days

Reality’s Crow

As You Are, As We Are

Flowers

152: Shanghai-Beijing

Parsley and Stone

Annie

Chilliholicism

39
40
41
42
43
45
46
57
59
61

66
68

71
73
76
77
79

80
82
83
85
87
90
92
94
96
98



Six Years: Adelaide Flights
Outlines

Our Century

Recognition

Unsuccessful Interview

Natural Piety

Cape Fear

GA 873: The Meaning of Meaning

from All the Time in the World (2006)

Ars Poetica

The Last Emperor

Reality’s Conquests

Understandings

In Madrid, 1971

Writ in Water

The Last of England

Doubt and Trembling

Aesthetics in a Crowded Age

Sydney or the Bush

Inland Sea

Globalisation

That World Whose Sanity We Know

Brightly Shone the Moon

At Middleton Beach

Girl Wearing a Turban

The Raising of the Cross

Two Landscapes

Constancy

On Hearing that an Apparently Prudent Friend
Has Left His Wife and Kids for a Younger Woman

99
101
103
105
108
109
111
113

114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
124
125
127
128
130
132
133
134
135
136
139

140



Letter to Rhonda
Temperatures

Counting the Days
Darling Street, Balmain
Tam Well, Who are you?’
An Act of Defiance

New Poems (2005-)

La Cathédrale Notre Dame
Nights of Average Nerves
After Chemo

Chance: A Conversation

A Life in Chaoxianshizhuyi
Central

Never

Who or How or Why or What
At the Balay Internasyonal
On UP’s campus

Notes on the Poems

141
142
144
145
146
148

150
151
153
155
156
157
158
159
160
162

164



